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The Research-Practice GapThe Research-Practice Gap 

� Why don’t practitioners do what the 
research says? 

� Why don’t researchers study what really 
matters in practice? 



Session ObjectivesSession Objectives 
� To explore collective solutions for building

stronger research to practice to policy
connections 
�  To share research related to building

research-practice connections 
�  To challenge assumptions that impede

connections 



 

Teachers/Practitioners, Teachers/Practitioners, 
here is a question for you …here is a question for you …
￭ Where do you turn for help and 

 information when faced with a practice 
dilemma?



Primary Source of  
Knowledge for 

Addressing Clinical 
Authors Discipline Practice Issues

Mattingly and Fleming Occupational Therapy(1994) Mentoring clinician

McKee, Witt, Elliot, School Psychology Talking with colleaguesPardue, & Judycki (1987)

Philibert, Snyder, Judd, & Continuing education 
Occupational TherapyWindsor  (2003) Mentoring clinician

How consistent is your How consistent is your 
response to those found response to those found 
in the literature?in the literature?



 

How consistent is your How consistent is your 
response to those found response to those found 
in the literature?in the literature?

Authors Discipline

Primary Source of 
Knowledge for 

Addressing 
Clinical Practice 

Issues

Rappolt & 
Tassone (2002)

Physical and 
Occupational 
Therapy

Informal consultation 
with peers
Continuing education



Faculty/Professional Faculty/Professional 
Development Providers, Development Providers, 
here is a question for you…here is a question for you…

 

￭ What does research say about effective 
 professional development approaches?



 

Effective Effective 
Professional Development …Professional Development …
￭ Is NOT a one-shot workshop. 

￭  focuses on professional practices and consists of 
content-specific rather than general instruction.

 
￭ is aligned with instructional goals, learning standards, 

and curriculum materials. 
 

￭ is intense, sustained over time and includes guidance 
and feedback through methods such as coaching, 

 consultation, or facilitated collaboration.

￭ takes organizational and systems issues into account.
 



Researchers/Evaluators …Researchers/Evaluators … 

� Some questions of concern … 
• Are practices being promoted by 

professional development being 
implemented with fidelity? 

• Can effective practices be sustained over 
time? 



Factors that Affect Factors that Affect 
ImplementationImplementation 

• Administrative supports 
•  Organizational structures 
•  Policies 
•  Resources 
•  Professional development 
•  Evaluation and data systems 

(Fixsen, et al, 2005) 



Policy Makers 
Where do we go from here? 



ContentContent

ContextContext 

ConnectionsConnections 

 



 Contextual issues are changingContextual issues are changing
ways we organize and shareways we organize and share ways we organize and share 
contentcontentcontent 

Contextual issues are changing 

�� Emphasis on gathering &Emphasis on gathering & 
synthesizing practice knowledgesynthesizing practice knowledge 

�� Proliferation of EBP web sitesProliferation of EBP web sites 















Web LinksWeb Links 
� http://ies.ed.gov/wwc/ 
� http://www.researchtopractice.info/ 
� http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/ 
� http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/ 



 

Moving From Moving From 
Traditional Traditional 
Dissemination Dissemination 
StrategiesStrategies



Challenging AssumptionsChallenging Assumptions 
� Researchers generate knowledge…and 

practitioners apply it 



Components and Tasks ofComponents and Tasks of 
Knowledge UtilizationKnowledge Utilization 

Knowledge GenerationKnowledge Generation 

Knowledge TranslationKnowledge Translation 

Knowledge MediationKnowledge Mediation 

KnowledgeKnowledge 
ApplicationApplication 
�� 



Challenging AssumptionsChallenging Assumptions 
� Researchers generate knowledge…and 

practitioners apply it 

� “Truth” exists in the form of 
“gold standard” research 



 
#1: Embrace the #1: Embrace the 
Evidence-Based PracticeEvidence-Based Practice
(EBP) Movement(EBP) Movement 

 



Evidence-based practiceEvidence-based practice
 

� a decision-making process that 
integrates the best available research 
evidence with family & professional 
wisdom & values 
(Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Snyder, 2006; 
Winton, 2006) 



Evidence-Based Evidence-Based 
MedicineMedicine 

The integration of the best 
available research evidence 
with clinical expertise and 
patient values. 

(Sackett et al., 2000) 



Evidence-Based EducationEvidence-Based Education 
(Whitehurst, 2002)(Whitehurst, 2002) 

Integration of professional wisdom with the best 
available empirical evidence in making 

decisions about how to deliver instruction 

Whitehurst, G. J. (2002, October).  Evidence-based education. Presentation at the 
Student Achievement and School Accountability Conference. Retrieved June 23, 
2004 from www.ed.gov/offices/list/ies/director.html 



#2: Embrace New #2: Embrace New 
Technologies and Technologies and 

Learning StrategiesLearning Strategies 

Web 2.0Web 2.0Web 2.0Web 2.0 









early childhood 

Results 1-10 of about 28,000,000 for early childhood. 



early childhood professional development 28,000,000 

early childhood education 7,790,000 

early childhood training 402,000 

36,192,000 



We Invite Your We Invite Your 
Comments/Contributions!Comments/Contributions! 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/ 

Current 
Discussion 



#3: Abolish Workshops#3: Abolish Workshops
 



Promising PD strategiesPromising PD strategies 
(Winton, 2006)(Winton, 2006) 

Shared inquiry & learning around practices 
• Communities of Practice (CoPs) 
• Teacher research 
• Consultation 
• Coaching 



 

Moving To New ModelsMoving To New Models  
for Engaging Adult for Engaging Adult 
LearnersLearners



� Univ. of KS Beach Center: 
www.beachcenter.org 
� NAEYC: www.naeyc.org (members only) 
� Zero to Three Infant-Toddler Project 
� TAcommunities: www.TAcommunities.org 

Additional Examples ofAdditional Examples of 
Technology-EnhancedTechnology-Enhanced 
CoPsCoPs 



What are implications forWhat are implications for 
your work?your work? 



Teachers:Teachers:
￭ Seek out research based evidence for your 

 work
￭ Be open to new ideas/evidence that should 

 change classroom practice because it leads to 
better child outcomes

Researchers/Professional 
Development Providers:Development Providers:
￭ Pursue models that effectively engage adult  

 learners
￭ Collaborate with teachers for improved ideas

Researchers/Professional 

 




